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Appearing before the Commons, Health Secretary Matt Hancock said that the Care Quality Commission (CQC) will play a 
“crucial role” in rating ICSs as it does with rating hospitals. The point was clarified following the omission of any discussions 
relating to the CQCs legal framework to allow it to rate ICSs in the Department's proposals for NHS reform. 

On 3rd March, the Chancellor Rishi Sunak delivered his budget to the Commons. Provisions for the health service included 
£63 billion for frontline health services across the UK to tackle COVID and £3bn more to be invested to support NHS 
recovery, with £1bn allocated to tackling the elective backlog, enabling hospitals to cut long waits for care, by carrying out 
up to one million extra checks, scans and additional operations or other procedures. 

According to a report by The Telegraph, the government will publish its plans for NHS social care reform by the end of the year, 
following Boris Johnson’s commitment to find a solution back in June 2019. A health department spokesman said: “We will bring
forward proposals for social care reform later this year. In the meantime, the Government is investing £1.4 billion in adult social 
care on top of £4.6 billion for local authorities to address additional pressures on public services, including adult social care.”

3rd March 

2nd March 

6th March 

mailto:imogen.hailstone@whitehouseconsulting.co.uk
http://www.whitehouseconsulting.co.uk/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-03-02/debates/74021AE5-C2F3-4450-BF26-84EBDE1B2A14/Covid-19Update?highlight=care%20quality#contribution-1F7BE023-B4EB-4113-9A7A-D5AF3B08C060
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/966868/BUDGET_2021_-_web.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/03/06/johnson-publishdelayed-plans-forsocial-care-reform/
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To celebrate International Women's Day, the Department of Health and Social Care has launched a new 12-week call for 
evidence to improve the health and wellbeing of women in England. All women are urged to share their experiences to form 
the basis of a new Women’s Health Strategy. The strategy will seek to improve health and wellbeing and ensure health 
services are meeting the needs of women. The strategy comes amid strong evidence of the need for greater focus on 
women’s health. Although female life expectancy is higher than men in the UK, women on average spend less of their life in 
good health compared with men.

On 9th March, the Health and Social Care Committee held an oral evidence session on the DHSC's White Paper on 
health and social care. The Committee heard from Sir Simon Stevens (SS), Chief Executive of NHS England and 
NHS Improvement and Amanda Pritchard (AP), Chief Operating Officer of NHS England and NHS Improvement. The 
session covered the plan for Integrated Care Systems (ICSs), adult social care, as well as tackling single-use plastic 
in the health service. A link to the session can be found here. 

New figures released today by NHS England show that NHS staff cared for 50% more non-COVID patients during the 
winter peak than in April 2020. According to the figures, 1.3 million patients benefitted from non-COVID care in January 
compared with around 847,00 in April. Professor Stephen Powis, the national director for NHS England, said the figures 
were "a testament to the skill, dedication and commitment nurses, doctors, therapists and countless other staff showed in 
the most challenging period in NHS history.”

9th March 

6th March 

11th March 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-call-for-evidence-to-improve-health-and-wellbeing-of-women-in-england
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/7c6e5981-ff58-45e8-928c-2543f4ac02f7
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/03/nhs-staff-cared-for-50-more-non-covid-patients-during-winter-peak/
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Lookahead: 12th March – 25th March 

 

 

 

10.30am

Health and Social Care Committee - Oral evidence

Department's White Paper on health and social care

Witness - Rt Hon Matt Hancock, Health Secretary

12.00pm

Oral Questions

Reports of increased NHS admissions for drug-related mental health treatment since January 2011 - Lord 
Farmer

1.30pm

Westminster Hall debate

Social care reform and the social care workforce – Barbara Keeley
18th March 

17th March 

 March 

16th March 

 March 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-health-and-social-care-for-all
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Relevant Select Committee Inquiries that are currently open 

• Public Accounts Committee - Digital Transformation in the NHS 

• Health and Social Care Committee – Management of the Coronavirus Outbreak 

• Health and Social Care Committee – Pre-appointment hearing for the role of Chair of NICE 

• Health and Social Care Committee – Social Care: funding and workforce 

• Health and Social Care Committee - Delivering Core NHS and Care Services during the Pandemic and Beyond 

• Health and Social Care Committee - Workforce burnout and resilience in the NHS and social care 

• Health and Social Care Committee - Coronavirus: lessons learnt 

• Health and Social Care Committee - Department's White Paper on health and social care 

• Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee - Long term funding of adult social care 

Relevant Consultations that are currently open 

• Department of Health and Social Care - Changes to the NHS Pension Scheme regulations 

• Department of Health and Social Care – Improving Health and Wellbeing of Women in England 

• Department of Health and Social Care - Reforming the Mental Health Act 

• Public Health England - Proposed changes for calculating alcohol-related mortality 

Upcoming events 

• Monday 15th – Thursday 18th March – King’s Fund, Thinking differently about commissioning (virtual conference) 

• Monday 22nd – Friday 25th March – King’s Fund, Personalised care in practice: lessons learnt and next steps (virtual conference) 

• Tuesday 23rd March – Westminster Health Forum, A net-zero NHS - next steps for reducing emissions across the organisation, waste 

management, and sustainability in healthcare innovation 

 

mailto:imogen.hailstone@whitehouseconsulting.co.uk
http://www.whitehouseconsulting.co.uk/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/479/digital-transformation-in-the-nhs/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/81/management-of-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/117/preappointment-hearing-for-the-role-of-chair-of-nice/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/136/social-care-funding-and-workforce/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/277/delivering-core-nhs-and-care-services-during-the-pandemic-and-beyond/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/494/workforce-burnout-and-resilience-in-the-nhs-and-social-care/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/657/coronavirus-lessons-learnt/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1068/departments-white-paper-on-health-and-social-care/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1080/long-term-funding-of-adult-social-care/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-the-nhs-pension-scheme-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-call-for-evidence-to-improve-health-and-wellbeing-of-women-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforming-the-mental-health-act
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-for-calculating-alcohol-related-mortality
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/events/thinking-differently-about-commissioning-virtual-conference
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/events/personalised-care-practice
https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/conference/Delivering-net-zero-commitments-in-the-NHS-2021
https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/conference/Delivering-net-zero-commitments-in-the-NHS-2021
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• Wednesday 24th March - Westminster Health Forum,  Key issues for the COVID-19 vaccination programme - development, regulation, 

distribution, the global dimension, and improving future routine vaccination uptake 

• Thursday 25th March - Westminster Health Forum, The future of public health in England, the impact of the Government’s health and 

care white paper, and the role of the National Institute for Health Protection 
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https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/conference/Priorities-for-the-National-Institute-for-Health-Protection-and-public-health-in-England-2021
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